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wrote to Lady Elliot, that, instead of pushing on to
London that night, as he might easily have done lie
should defer his arrival till next morning, for cwe
have met so many discharged sailors and soldiers that
I shall not trust my throat on Finohley Common in the
dark.5

Sir Gilbert Elliot to Lady Elliot.

'-House of Commons : Thursday, December 16, 1790.

c I have not been able to find time for a long letter,
and am writing this line in expectation of our ballot
beginning every minute, . * . Our case is so very
strong- that I do not think it possible to beat us. How-
ever, the most certain thing in the world is that
nothing is certain, at least in politics, and I am armed
with philosophy and resignation against all events. We
arrived yesterday at noon, having'slept at HatfiekL I
dined at Burlingfcon House with Lord Malmesbmy,
Lord Titchfield, the Duchess, her daughter, and Hany
Greville. I came to the House yesterday and saw Foz
and everybody I wanted. I passed great part of the
day with Burke* I breakfasted this morning with
Douglas, and dine there to-day, but have not yet seen
Lady Catherine,* * . 2

'"London: December 21, 1790,

4. . . I was at Sheen at Francis' on Sunday, and stayed
all night; the party was Burke, Pelham, Windham,
and Lord Palmerston. Burke stayed all night, and we
returned together in the morning. There was a close
division yesterday on the malt-tax, which is very un-